CLAY CENTER HOUSING AUTHORITY

OCTOBER 2009 NEWSLETTER

New Improved Website
We just redesigned our website at www.claycenterhousing.com.  It has a page devoted to tenant information.  Check it out when you are on the web.
Office Window Hours

Tuesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. to Noon 
Beauty Shop – Arline Stewart – Located in Apollo Towers Unit 211.  Call 630-0742 for an appointment.

Spray Day

Wednesday, October 14 is bug spray day for Parkview Plaza and Tolin Terrace.  Spray day is always the second Wednesday of each month.  Apollo is on the odd months.  Tolin Terrace and Parkview Plaza are on the even months.  

Website   www.claycenterhousing.com.  

Parkview Utility Readings

Mike will read the Parkview electric meters on Thursday morning, October 1, 2009.  
Building Superintendents
Chris and Adrienne Brighton

Apt. 117
632-3805

Bonnie
Taylor



Apt. 313
632-5818



Unless notified otherwise, Chris and Adrienne will be on call Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.  Bonnie will be on call Sunday, Monday and Wednesday:

Sunday
Bonnie

Monday
Bonnie

Tuesday
Chris & Adrienne
Wednesday
Bonnie
Thursday
Chris & Adrienne

Friday

Chris & Adrienne

Saturday
Chris & Adrienne

Please keep this schedule handy and do not bother them if it is not their day.  Remember, the superintendents are only on duty outside of office hours.  They are available for lock outs, elevator lock outs, access to community room for special events, and emergency maintenance only.
Watch out for Construction
In October, Ward Electric will begin work on the underground ductbank project on the north side of the towers.  While we will keep you informed, you should use caution when going to your vehicles, walking outside, etc.  Be aware of where the workers are working, including orange cones and yellow taped areas.  Please respect these obstacles and stay clear of the area for your own personal safety.  Thank you for your cooperation!

Apollo Tenant Relocation
John will be personally contacting each resident in the west wing regarding the relocation.  Some residents have already relocated and we hope to have everyone moved by Thanksgiving.  King Moving will be here the first week of October to assess the facilities and plan the move.  Once he gives us dates, John will contact each resident regarding the move.  You will have at least 30 days notice and, if you chose the moving company, you will not need to do a thing.  The typical move, including packing, moving, and unpacking will take approximately 4 hours.  
Housekeeping Items
· Please do not leave furniture, appliance, fixtures, etc. outside.  That includes the dumpster areas.  If you need to dispose of furniture you must find someone to take it for you.  You are responsible for disposing of these items.  This is a lease violation and we usually find out who did it by looking at the cameras.
· Please break down boxes before placing them in the dumpster.  NEVER put boxes in the trash chute.

· Please do not take coffee in the elevator and stairwells.  Our cleaning staff is having to clean a lot of coffee stains throughout the properties.

Moving Procedures

Please follow the following procedures during your relocation.
· Moving will be only be allowed during hours and days approved by the housing authority.

· Boxes must be broken down and placed in dumpster designated by the housing authority.  No boxes can be put down the trash chute.

· Discarded personal property must be placed in an area designated by the housing authority and cannot be put down the trash chute.

· No housing authority equipment (carts, dollies, etc.) may be used to move a tenants personal property.

· Tenants who choose to move themselves will be responsible for the cost of damages to housing authority caused by the tenant during the move.

· The move must be completed on schedule (no later than the date on the housing authority notice to relocate).

· Fixed payments and reimbursements to tenants who choose to move themselves under Section IV of this policy will not be paid until the housing authority has confirmed that all of the tenant’s personal property has been moved and the apartment is cleaned.  (Any costs of damages or cleaning as a result of the tenant’s move will be deducted from the payment to the tenant).

· Tenant is responsible for property lost or stolen in a self move.

Funding Good News – Bad News

The funds for the Tolin Terrace renovation are now available for drawdown and the architect will be finishing the drawings and specifications for the work shortly.  Once we have a contractor in place and a schedule we will meet with the Tolin Terrace residents.  That is probably a month or two away.  

We received a $350,000 grant from the Federal Home Loan Bank of Topeka under their Affordable Housing Program on September 18, 2009.  Unfortunately, we did not receive the $3.5 million from the HUD capital improvement recovery act funds.  While this is disappointing it did not kill the Apollo Redevelopment Project.  However, it did make it more difficult and we will certainly make some changes to accommodate fewer dollars.  We currently have over $3,000,000 committed to this project and should be able to come up with around $2,000,000 more.  However, we were planning on spending $6,700,000 so that leaves us with around $1,700,000 gap to fill through creativity.  Needless to say, John Kaul will be busy over the next 2 months figuring this all out.
Flu Concerns

You cannot listen to the news or pick up a newspaper without reading about the H1N1 virus.  It appears that it is already spreading rapidly, particularly in schools.  Interestingly, it does not seem to be affecting the elderly as much.  The best precautions against all of the viruses that will be running their course is to get a flu shot, wash your hands regularly with warm water, and, if you have symptoms, visit your doctor and stay in your apartment until you are well.

