CLAY CENTER HOUSING AUTHORITY

JANUARY 2010 NEWSLETTER

Office Window Hours

Tuesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. to Noon.  The office will be closed on New Year’s Day.  Mary Martin will be the Apartment Supervisor on that day.  
Beauty Shop – Arline Stewart – Located in Apollo Towers Unit 211.  Call 630-0742 for an appointment.

Spray Day

Wednesday, January 13 is bug spray day for Apollo Towers.  Spray day is always the second Wednesday of each month.  Apollo is on the odd months.  Tolin Terrace and Parkview Plaza are on the even months.  

Website   www.claycenterhousing.com.  

Parkview Utility Readings

Dennis Swaim will read the Parkview electric meters on Thursday morning, December 31, 2009.  
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Unless notified otherwise, Bonnie will be on call Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.  Mary will be on call Thursday, Friday and Saturday:
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Please keep this schedule handy and do not bother them if it is not their day.  Remember, the superintendents are only on duty outside of office hours.  They are available for lock outs, elevator lock outs, access to community room for special events, and emergency maintenance only.
What a December!

This has been a very challenging December, particularly for our maintenance staff.  First we get hit with a 12 inch snow that challenged the capacity of our snow removal equipment, then we had to deal with the water supply line break in the community room of Apollo Towers.  Then we had staff taking part of their Christmas weekend dealing with drifting snow.  Just as the city has to buy equipment to deal with the normal snow- fall, the housing authority has done the same.  We have up-to-date equipment that is well maintained.  However, it is not designed to handle large snow falls and drifting.  That said, the maintenance staff have done an excellent job of working the snow and ice.  Please be careful though as it sometimes can take several days to get rid of the ice and it will melt back onto the sidewalk and freeze overnight.  We are already planning on another 2 feet of snow during the month of January.
Bringing in the new decade
2010 looks to be a good start for the next decade!  HUD Public Housing subsidies are going to be at an all time high as the current administration and congress put this program at a higher priority.  The Apollo Redevelopment Project is slated to begin in February and the Tolin Terrace Renovation Project is slated to begin in May.  These will be both exciting and challenging times as the work in progress will be annoying and full of inconveniences but the final outcome will be nice, new apartments for our residents to enjoy for many years to come.  Short term plans also include replacement of floor covering, electrical, and heating and cooling systems in Parkview Plaza by 2015.

Message to Smokers

During the cold spells and snow we have received complaints from smokers about the smoking area outside of Apollo.  We have responded by installing a tarp around the gazebo and installing a light for evenings.  Some smokers have complained that we should not have begun this new smoking rule in the winter.  However, the new smoking policy was approved by the Board of Commissioners in July of 2008.  We waited until the February 2009 newsletter to announce it and gave the smokers until April 1, 2009 and then later extended it to October 1, 2009.  It has now been 90 days since the last deadline and we have only given verbal warnings even though we also receive complaints from the nonsmoking residents about the smoke.  If you cannot figure out how to quit smoking in your rooms soon then you had better find another place to live because we cannot continue this forever.  Nonsmokers have a right to good health.  Please honor the new rule before you receive a written warning.  Once we begin written warnings there is no turning back. 

Parkview Plaza and Tolin Terrace Smokers

The current President and U.S. Congress along with the Kansas Legislature are moving forward with more laws governing smoking.  The only question as to the future of smoking in Parkview Plaza and Tolin Terrace is when it will be disallowed.  It would be wise to changing your smoking habits now so you do not find yourselves in the situation of the Apollo Towers’ smokers.  
Watch out for Construction
Ward Electric is just about finished but please be aware of where the workers are working, including orange cones and yellow taped areas.  Please respect these obstacles and stay clear of the area for your own personal safety.  Thank you for your cooperation!
